SME Toolkit offers valuable

information

Sk loelk

13, Business Pariners, the
Erepurtrment of Teade and
Tndastrny and the International
Finance Corpeation ([FC), as
member of the Waorkd Bank
Crranp, recently cami founthier
o provide South Africa™
eptreprengurs with o Free small
Brsiness twolkit to lielp them
start, fimsne e and grow thelr
BusIness:

The South Alrican Business
Tendkit was launched m
Septembuer and contans 1l
latest information and
commieation echnolkies
fielp SMEs leamn and implentent
sustamable business
minagement practices, [he
ool kit was first luunched in
002 gnd is already operational
1 other emerzing markels: The
Sewith Adrican version is
avaitable both as online and
affline modules which melude
the portal, effline C'Ds. mobile
alerrsand classroom training.
e pesouree was developed by
1M and [FC in onder 1o
provishe South African small
and midinm business owners
with acoess 10 key business
manzgemen! indoeation
tonls o address accountimgand
finanee, busioess planning,
human resources, lepal and
instrance; marketing and sabos,
operation and gechnobogy eeds,
Amang the specially designed
t.]"i_",'C' ':{H'_ﬂ"‘i AT T ﬂlr‘llinf_’

caleulator 1o help
entreprencurs determine
their readiness for
financing, free sottware
1o botld-a website, free
busineds [orims and
emplates, eommumiiy
et such as online
confersncing, hlog
capability and group
calendars and a muiti-
limgrzal Business
directory to help small
bsinesses link locally,
regionilly and plobally

“1hes aruly 5 ome Stop
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shopping for small businesses
anel it Jevels the plaving Held
We know the 1ol thal lerge
husinessesiuse mosty amd we
now the rale technology can
plav i leading 1o gl Sow,
every usiness can have the
sime chanee o-succeed. It's
witally important that we help
smiall businesses whe areihe
migpar emploversand growlh
engines i developing
murkets” said Stanley Litow,
BN Wice President of
Corporate Alfairs and
Corporate Citizenship:

Jo" Mehwenke, Managing
IRrector ol Busioess Partners
aglds, "Weeare keen 1o ensure
that the local content is relevant
1o Roath Alricin enlreprencurs
and to make this site lhe site of
choice for entreprencurs

Ik in For nfirmation log
their business”

In the future the SME Towlkin
wil] pelel rew partners; markes
and fanguages amd is planned 1o
allony users 1o connee! o it
using wireless deviges, such as
cell phones, In developing
markets, mobile devices are
increasingly becoming the way
igers connet o the hiternet,
and sometimes the valy way.
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